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GOOD NEWS
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From Where | (n Sitting...
Sone thoughs fromthe Pagor

Qlesus Christ is the same yesterday, today andforever.O-- Hebrews 13:8

About ten years ago, we dstarted hearing about
something called the Orear 2000 BugO It was a
problem with the programming of alot of computer
systems tha had been written years and decades
before, when the programmers only used two digits
to denote the year in a dae. As 2000 AD
approached, many of those programs were still
being used to run realy important infrastructure
and systems in private busnesses, in govenment,
and in public utilities. It was bdieved tha when the
century digits changed from A90to @00thos
older programs would not make the change think it
was 1900 AD, and the system would collapse in a
pile of calculation errors. Predictions began to
circulate tha our technology-based culture would
also collapse into anarchy with no power, no water,
no trangoontation, because all those systems had the
bug. Throughhugecog and effort by goveanments
and companies large and small, virtudly nothing of
those things hgppened, and life continues pretty
much uninterrupted to this day.

Anothe such rumored end-of-theworld issue is
now making the rounds According to various
sources, the year 2012 AD will bring about all
manna of cataclysm, or pehgs a great leap
forward, depending on who you talk to, to human
sodety. The reason for this is tha the Mayan
civilization of Central America about 2000 years
ago kept meticulous observations of stars, planets,
seasons and such by various calendas, and thar
QOong countO calenda runs out in the middle of
2012. Why exactly this means something
catastrophic is coming, 1®n not exactly sure, but it
isinteresting how the end of a calenda can whip up
such imaginaive anxiety.

Within days of your reading this, we have crossed
(safely, | trug) from 2008 into 2009, and nonetoo
soon, many will say. This past year has been had

onan awful lot of people. Wars and rumors of wars,
famines and disease, earthquées, storms, and the
usud sugects were in full display, besides the
gruding political campagns and of course the
seizing up of the econony. The end of the calenda
year gives us the oppotunity to reflect on the
events of human history in an easy-to-manage
package Asin mog years, there was much hardship
andtria in the news, but there was also much grace
and mercy, mog of which goes unpublcized.

As we begin this new year, let us start with this
affirmation: whatever comes or goes in the course
of human events, God rules supreme ove history
and ove our lives. Hardships and even evil
continue to make things difficult, but God® love
never fails and God® power will ultimately prevail.
Next, as we reflect on the past year, we can draw
lessons for how we can do good and be beter, in
the name of Christ Jesus who is our Strength and
our Redeemer. Do not grow weary of doing goodor
showing mercy, because thos are the things tha
reflect our true naure as God® children, and the
world needs them more than ever. And let us come
togeher regularly in worship, to give glory to God,
to be renewed by God® Spirit, and to encourage
oneanother in Christian love and fellowship.

We don®know when time will end for humenity or
for our own lives, so let uslive in God®love and
power and make holy thetime we have.

Grace and peace!



Next Newdetter Deadline January 19

Articles for GOOD NEWS can beemailed to Jana
Surdi, Editor (jansurdi@aol.com), phonel inO
(5406623171) or left in her box at church.

Pagor
David A. Douthett

pastor@catoctin.omg

Sunday Service
11:00 am.

Church Phone
540.882.3058

Church Emaill
cpc@catodin.om

Birthdaysin January

Januay 5 Chris & Vinnie Burke
Januay 6 Ellen Parks
Januay 10 BobDonddson
Januay 11  Georgia Greene
Januay 12  AnneHardy
Theodore, Grace and Shdby Kogad
Januay 18  Christine Goerges
Januay 19  Stefan Mehl
Januay 21  Alexande Cleveland
Katie Gosses
Pam Siek
Januay 24  Sam Biby
Januay 25  Jeff Kent
Januay 26  Benjamin Bean
Januay 28  BudElliott
Shawn Halveland
Januay 30  BobbyBurke

I nclement Weather Policy
In the event that a decison ismadeto cancd a
Sunday wor ship service because of severe
weather causing unsaferoad conditions, the
telephonetree will be activated asearly as
possible to notify all active membersof the
church. An announcement will be posted on our
website at www.catoctin.org and also will be
made on WAGE radio (1200 AM).

Presbyterian Women
The PWOC will meet Thursday, Januay 15". As

aways, al women of the church are invited!
Contributed by Shrley Nickels, Secretary

Kudos

Many thanksto Steve Douglas for his oversight of
theindallation of thenew lightsin thesanctuary b
and the actud ingallation of thelights alongthe
pah to thefellowship hdl. Thenew lighingwas
provided from Susan PhilipsOnemorial funds

Asaways, avery, very specid THANKS! to Bud
and Joan Elliott, who once again donaed all of the
treesfor our Christmas tree sales thisyear. This
fundraiser is aways oneof our best, andwe
couldn®have it withoutthdr incredible generosty.
Thanks Bud and Joan!

Fred Duncan was invited to the Nationd Air and
Space Mussum to participate in thebooksigning
event of theartist Nicolas Trudgian's"Aviation
Sketchbook®' Fred was a pilot of an L-5 plane
servingin Indiaand Chinain World War I1. Fred
and other veteransin our congregaion shared ther
military experiences with our youth at aLogos
dinna in honorof Veterans Day.

CPC Book Group

Children@bookswere collected at the Annud Pot
Luck on December 8 and donaed to the Loudoun®
Abused Woman@® Shdter. Next Fellowship/book
discussionis Januay 12 at 7:30pmat the home of
Barb Smith. We will bediscussing The Friday
Night Knitting Club by Kate Jacobs

The February selectionis Three Cupsof Tea by
Greg Mortenson and Dondd Oliver Relin.  All are
welcome to join in- Fellowship starts at 7:30 with
bookdiscussion at 8pm Questionsplease email
Nancy Nicolson at dnnicolson@gmail.com

Flower Guild

TheFlower Guild islooking for new people to
providetheflower arrangements in the sanctuary
for each Sunday service. No experienceis
necessary. You may signup for oneweek (or
more!) during 2009in thered bookin the
fellowship hdl. If youhave any questions please
contact Lynn Baxa (5403385152o0r

baxal @hotmail.com).



Session Notes
At its meeting in December, the Session:

I Received thetreasurer@report, noting that
the current deficit (as of 11/30/2008)is
$1434227. The2009proposd budge will
befindized and broughtto Session for
approvd after the next Opsmeeting.
Currently, thepledged incomeisjug over
hdf the projected expenses.

I Approved holding Indallation and
Ordinaion of incoming elders, Abbee
Cronin, Sue Douglas, Reg Jones, and Bertha
Tiffany, during worship on Januay 11,
2009.

I Approved forming a commission of
Modeator David Douthett, Karelyn
Donahueand Barry Parks to examine and
approve Bertha Tiffany®@ingallation to the
office of elder.

I Approved calling a Congregaiond Meeting
onJanuay 25, 2009for the purpose of
presenting annud reports from all
committees and the Modeator of the
Session. Thismeeting will bealundheon
meeting immediately following worship.

Christmas Trees SalesPHurrah!!

Many thanksto al who suppoted our 11th annud
Christmastree sales. From cutting thetrees, M.D.
Miller hauling thetrees with his hugetrailer,
hdping with two weekendsof sellingin thecold
andwind, and findly to all of youwho purchased a
tree and recommended our trees to your friendsand
neighbois---thank you so much. Andof course: a
very special thanksto Steve Dougles and Richard
Surdi who have taken this fundraising event and
madeit a great success over many past years. We
couldn'tdo it withoutthar tireless efforts. This
year we were able to raise $8,500for our church.

Financial Update
As of November 30,2008

CollectionsYear to Date: $157791
Expenses YTD: 173277
Excess or Shortfall: $-15486

Bible Memory Verses

Hereisour next bible verse for our youngfolks to
learn!

January:

Matthew 22:37-39 (New Internaiond Version)
Jesusreplied: G ovethe L ord your God with all
your heart and with al your soul and with al your
mind. Thisisthefirst and greatest commandment.
Andthesecondislikeit: 'Loveyour neghboras
yourself.'

Confirmation Class

Do you hae an 8" or 9" grader who mightbe
interested in joining the church? We will behaving a
class baginning in Januay and finishing in March. For
moreinformation or darification, pkase contact the
church or David Douthett so that we can answer your
guestiond

More CE NewsE. .
Upcoming events. Jug aroundthe corner, CE will
be offering 2 programs for you.

Adult Enrichment Class B Tentative daeswill be
on Wednesdays beginning February 11" and ending
onMarch 18". It will bethe same wondeful
format of dinna from 6 to 6:30 and the enrichment
class from 6:30to 7:30. Save thedaes now so tha
you make sure to join usand GenlightenOyour
winter!

Inquirer @ Class DAnother Inquirer@ class will be
hdd this spring beginning in mid-February and
finishing by theend of March. Soif you are
interested in ganing more information aboutthe
Presbyterian faith and/or our church, please contact
Lory Gugafson or Karelyn Donahue

2009F€llowship Hour

We need hdp for the Januay and Februay
fellowship hours! Januay is here, so please look at
your new 2009calenda and choo® a Sunday Bask
afriendto hdp! Thesignupsheetisinthered
bookin thefellowship hdl. Thank you all for your
continued suppot!

From Care of Congiegation Committee



Mission Trip to New Orleans

We will beworking with the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance work campsin New Orleans LA (and
patnering agan with folks from Leesburg
Presbyterian)! We have bookel lodging for an
LPC/CPC missionteam at Olive Tree for the week
of Sunday, March 22 to Saturday, March 28,
2009. Our groupplansto drive to NOLA to work
in therebuilding of thecity throughthe Presbytery
of South Louisiana We will behousd in aformer
church, about 30 minutes from the downtown area
and will work unde thedirection of the PDA staff.
Please immediately let Liz Horton know if you are
interested (liz.horton@comcast.net or
3013492721)

A New Year Wish (worth repeating)
May the New Year bring us
Enoughhapphness to keep us swest;
Enoughtrials to keep usstrong;
Enoughhopeto keep uslively;
Enoughsorrows to keep usdependent uponGod,;
Enoughfailure to keep ushunble;
Enoughsuccess to keep useage;
Enoughfriendsto give usconfort;
Enoughwealth to meet our needs
Enoughenthusaan to keep uslooking forward,;
Enoughfaith to overcome despair;
And enoughdeermination to use every day
andsituation somehowfor good.

Calendar
Januay 4

Januay 6
Januay 7

Januay 8

Januay 12
Januay 13
Januay 14

Januay 15

Jan. 16-18

Januay 21

Januay 22

Januay 25

Januay 28
Januay 29

LOGOS Board meeting, 9:30 am.
OperationsCommittee, 7:30 p.m.
Chaoir, 7:30 p.m.

Elementary LOGOS, 3:30pm.
MS/HS LOGOS, 5:00 p.m.

Book Group,7:30 p.m.
Session Mesting, 7:30 p.m.
Chaoir, 7:30 p.m.

PWOC, 9:30a.m.

Elementary LOGOS, 3:30 p.m.
MS/HS LOGOS, 5:00 p.m.

Youth Retreat (grades 6-12), Deer
Valley YMCA, PA

Chaoir, 7:30 p.m.

Elementary LOGOS, 3:30 p.m.
MS/HS LOGOS, 5:00 p.m.

Congregaiond Annud Meeting and

luncheon following worship

Chaoir, 7:30 p.m.
Elementary LOGOS, 3:30 p.m.
MS/HS LOGOS, 5:00 p.m.



