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I. A study at my alma mater, Princeton Theological Seminary 
A. Darley, J. M., and Batson, C.D., "From Jerusalem to Jericho": A study of Situational and 

Dispositional Variables in Helping Behavior". JPSP, 1973, 27, 100-108. 
B. Measuring the responses of seminarians to in incident when they were on their way to giving a 

prepared presentation 
1. First, interviews & surveys about their theology and history and such 
2. Then assigned to write a presentation either on work at seminary or the parable 
3. Then told to go across campus to deliver the presentation 

a) You have plenty of time - 1/3 
b) You should head over - 1/3 
c) You are late! - 1/3 

4. Then, the incident of passing through a narrow walkway where an actor presented himself as 
being sick and in distress 

5. What would the subjects do to help the man in distress? 
C. Results were somewhat surprising 

1. Theology made no difference 
2. The project they were given made no difference 
3. What made a difference was how rushed they were 
4. See chart: 

II. My own track record of helping people is similarly spotty. 
A. Three episodes on my sabbatical 

1. Two older women needing help with their luggage, but I was trying to catch my connection 
2. A guy in a gas station parking lot yelling to me asking for help 
3. A guy in a gas station coming up and telling me his story 

B. Maybe you have similar stories of success or failure 



III. The point seems obvious: we should be more helpful more often 
A. We are often too busy 
B. We are often not prepared 
C. We are often overwhelmed by needs around us 

1. Beggars at gas stations 
2. Friends with cancer diagnosis 
3. Children separated from families and detained in miserable conditions 
4. People on the other side of the world starving to death in a war-produced famine 

D. While all of this is true, it is in some ways missing the point with simple moralizing 
1. “You should do better” is not the Gospel 
2. The Gospel is “God loves you and wants you to take your rightful place in the Kingdom, and 

in Jesus Christ, God has opened the way for that to happen and shown what it looks like.” 

IV. Let’s go back to the story 
A. It starts with a lawyer asking a question and then asking a followup question 

1. Lawyers and engineers especially like to know the acceptable parameters and specifications 
for every contingency 

2. Be prepared for everything that could go wrong - that’s their job 
3. Lawyer just wants it to be clear 

a) Is it this theology or that? 
b) Is it someone in my village? Just an adjacent house? Anyone walking down my street? 

B. Jesus says, basically, by way of the parable, “That’s not how this works.” 
1. It’s not about parameters, it’s about compassion 
2. It’s not about definitions, it’s about humanity 
3. It’s not about contingencies, it’s about genuine connections 
4. Because it’s not about morality, it’s about eternal life 

a) Do this and you will live 
b) Not doing this means you will not live 
c) The life that God lives [as we see in Jesus] gives itself lavishly away for the good of the 

other, rejoicing in the particularities of the other 
d) If you aren’t doing that, you aren’t living an eternal life 

5. It’s clear from this conversation and from the Deuteronomy passage that both God and Jesus 
believe this is in fact doable! 
a) “Do this and you will live,” and “go and do likewise,” and “the word is very near to you, 

in your mouth and heart to observe” 
b) Focus first and foremost of God’s love for you and learning to love God back 
c) Allow the transforming love of God to make you more and more whole 
d) Apply the same principle to every living thing - God delights in each one, and for you to 

do so is life. 
(1) “… the view that takes the phrase ‘as thyself’ not as qualifying the degree of love, but 

as motivating the principle embodied in the text – he is ‘as thyself,' a human being like 
yourself.” - Leibowitz 

C. So don’t do like those hard-hearted people from Princeton Seminary! Let you heart be tender, 
open, and generous toward all the humans!  
1. That’s what God has done.  
2. That’s what Jesus has done.  
3. It’s within our reach. Go, and do likewise.  



D. “Kedoshim: And Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself” - Nechama Leibowitz: Reprinted courtesy of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel Education Department at https://www.jfedgmw.org/jewish-life/
kedoshim-and-love-thy-neighbor-as-thyself 
1. “Love thy neighbor as thyself – only if he is – your neighbor, i.e., virtuous but not if he is 

wicked, as it is written, the fear of the Lord is to hate evil (Prov.8:13).” 
a) This is rejected, as there is nothing in the text to support it! 

2. “The phrase "love thy neighbor as thyself" is not meant literally, since man cannot be 
expected to love his neighbor as his own self.” And “If the text means that a man must 
love his fellow as himself, it is hardly conceivable that the Almighty should command 
something which is beyond human capacity.” 
a) Hillel’s negative formulation: What is hateful to you do not do to your fellow. 

3. “… the view that takes the phrase ‘as thyself’ not as qualifying the degree of love, but as 
motivating the principle embodied in the text – he is ‘as thyself,' a human being like 
yourself.” 

E. Leviticus 19:33-34 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
1. 33 When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. 34 The 

alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien 
as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lordy our God. 
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