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What would you do for a Klondike Bar? 
 
In Genesis 3, the temptation is (1) to be greater than you are (2) to think you know better than God. The 
serpent sowed distrust for God’s authority (not unlike those who undermine the authority of news outlets, the 
courts, and whole swaths of the population who have opposing political opinions). The serpent enticed the 
human with the promise that disobedience would produce a state that the human already had - being like God! 
 
The humans’ response to temptation was (1) knowing God’s word but not trusting it in action (2) seeing only 
the small picture that this small act might have a positive benefit, but without recognizing the endless suffering 
that would follow from it (3) putting self and personal desire above God’s will. When confronted with the 
behavior, the humans blamed everyone around them rather than taking responsibility. 
 
Note: the Genesis text, while telling the story so that the woman is the key figure getting sucked in, makes it 
clear that the man was right with her. Later, in Paul’s letter to the Romans, the apostle lays the blame for the 
sin and death that plagues humanity at Adam’s feet and not at Eve’s. 
 
 
First Temptation: shortcut to meeting physical needs. 
Second temptation: twisting scripture or authority to meet your needs.  (emotional needs) 
Third temptation: the ends justify the means (social needs) 
  
Jesus’ response to First temptation: knowing scripture, seeing the big picture 
Jesus’ response to Second temptation: same thing, knowing scripture, seeing the big picture  
Jesus’ response to third temptation: same as first two - knowing scripture, seeing the big picture 
  
The temptations are all about ego. The job of the ego is to ensure your survival, physically, emotionally, and 
socially, without much regard for the needs of others. Jesus' responses are all obedience to God while putting 
himself in third place. First place is God's will, second place is the good of others, third place is the good of 
one's own life. 
 
 
How does temptation come to us? 

(1) The Obvious - DO THIS!!! Yes, it’s wrong! So what? 
(2) The Seed of Doubt - Did they really say don’t do this? 
(3) The Slide - Just this little bit (and this little bit more… and this… and this) 
(4) The Twist - How can something this good be wrong? 
(5) The Comparison - THEY are doing it; why aren’t you? 
(6) The Reward - You DESERVE to do this! 
(7) The Blind - Ignore what you know you should do 

 



 

Recognize the form. Remember what Jesus did: Know the message from scripture to counter the temptation, 
and see the bigger picture of glorifying God, putting yourself third. 
 
This requires some emotional maturity and stability. Knowing that God can meet your physical needs. Knowing 
that you are of infinite worth to God just as you are. Knowing that God is working the divine purpose out in the 
world, and you are part of it. 
 
 
Also, recognize what it is in yourself that responds favorably to temptation. 
Behind every behavior is an emotion. Behind every emotion is a need.  
Understand the need to understand the emotion. Understand the emotion to understand the behavior. 
 
 
If you have a chronic temptation, then be prepared! Have a plan! Write it down and carry it with you if that 
helps! Arm yourself with scripture, with prayer, and with alternative positive activities that can replace the 
tempting situation. Rely on the goodness of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 


