
Watch the service with this sermon at
http://www.catoctin.org/of-love-and-anger/

Key Takeaways
● The Corinthians wanted the “best” spiritual gifts instead

of embracing faith, hope, and love.
● Some people never get over separation anxiety.
● This transforms into fear, shame, and anger.
● Many people are angry today about masking, LGBTQ,

refugees, immigrants, anti-Semitism, racial justice instead
of loving one another.

● “Love is the non-possessive delight in the particularities
of another person” - Dr. James E. Loder

● When we allow God’s love to fill us, it tames the fear,
shame, and anger, so we can love others, too.

Luke 4:14-30 (NIV)
Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s
power. Reports about him spread quickly through the whole
region. He taught regularly in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone.

When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home,
he went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood
up to read the Scriptures. The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was
handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where this was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will
see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the time
of the Lord’s favor has come.”

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and
sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently.
Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just
heard has been fulfilled this very day!”

Everyone spoke well of him and was amazed by the gracious
words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked.
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”
Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb:
‘Physician, heal yourself’—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your
hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’ But I tell you the
truth, no prophet is accepted in his own hometown.

“Certainly there were many needy widows in Israel in Elijah’s
time, when the heavens were closed for three and a half
years, and a severe famine devastated the land. Yet Elijah was
not sent to any of them. He was sent instead to a foreigner—a
widow of Zarephath in the land of Sidon. And many in Israel
had leprosy in the time of the prophet Elisha, but the only
one healed was Naaman, a Syrian.”

When they heard this, the people in the synagogue were
furious. Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the
edge of the hill on which the town was built. They intended to
push him over the cliff, but he passed right through the crowd
and went on his way.

1 Corinthians 12:31- 13:1-31 (NLT)
So you should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts.
But now let me show you a way of life that is best of all.

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but
didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of
God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had
such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love
others, I would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the
poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but
if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or
proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not
rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins
out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful,
and endures through every circumstance.

Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special
knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever!
Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the
gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! But
when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will
become useless.

When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a
child. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. Now we
see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but
then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I
know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.

Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the
greatest of these is love.
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